
Instruction	–	Image	description	task	
	
In	this	experiment,	we	collect	spoken	image	descriptions.	You	will	be	presented	with	around	100	
images,	and	your	task	is	to	inspect	the	image	carefully,	and	to	describe	what	the	image	is	about.	You	
may	simply	mention	what	grabs	your	attention:	situations	and	events,	but	also	people,	animals,	or	
objects.	Please	describe	every	image	in	only	one	sentence.	
	
To	give	you	an	impression	of	the	kinds	of	image	descriptions	that	we	are	looking	for,	please	find	
below	two	images	with	possible	descriptions:		
	

Example	image	1	

	

Possible	description	
	
	
	
	

“The	man	with	the	baseball	bat	
prepares	himself	to	hit,	while	the	

umpire	is	watching.”	

Example	image	2	

	

Possible	description	
	
	
	
	

“A	horse	is	drawing	a	carriage	
containing	two	people	and	a	large	

amount	of	hay.”	

While	describing	the	images,	we	ask	you	to	follow	a	number	of	guidelines:		
	

1. Do	not	start	the	description	with	“There	is…”	or	“I	see…”	
2. Do	not	describe	unimportant	details.	
3. Describe	what	you	see	on	the	image;	so,	do	not	refer	to	things	that	might	have	happened	in	

the	future	of	past.		
4. Do	not	describe	what	a	person	might	say.	
5. Do	not	give	people	proper	names.		
6. The	descriptions	should	contain	at	least	8	words.		

	
It	is	important	that	you	perform	your	task	in	a	serious	way:	when	you	have	finished	the	description,	
you	may	be	asked	to	participate	in	a	memory	task	about	the	images	that	you	have	seen.	Before	the	
experiment	starts,	you	will	get	two	practice	trials	to	get	familiar	with	your	task.		
	

N.B.	Please	try	to	move	as	little	as	possible	during	the	experiment!	


